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Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I hope that this month’s newsle er finds you 

each well. We have hit the ground running in the new year and I am excited for all the things happening in 
this new year. 

 
While February may be the shortest month of the year, it is no less busy. We have many things happening in 

February and hope that you will take the opportunity to join us for some or even all of our ac vi es. On  

Sunday, February 12th, it is our Scout Sunday. I hope you will come and celebrate scou ng with us and our 
troop and pack. I would also like to highlight that February is the beginning of the season of Lent. 

 
Lent is the forty days that lead up to Easter. It is a season that begins February 22nd with Ash Wednesday  

and ends on Easter Morning. The season of Lent is meant as a me of contempla on, devo on, and even 
self-denial, as we remember Jesus’s final days and his death on the cross at Calvary. 

 

Our Lenten worship series is called Close Encounters. The scripture readings each week of Lent point to close 
and in mate experiences with Jesus. As we prepare for the Joy of Easter, we should prepare ourselves by 

coming closer to Christ, learning and walking with him in his final days. Please join us in person or on  
Facebook live as we get close to Jesus this Lent. 

 

During Lent, we will also be having a Lenten study en tled Struggle to the Cross by Bishop Sharma D. Lewis. 
Par cipants are invited to observe the season of Lent by introspec on, repentance, forgiveness, renewal, 

prayer, fas ng, and biblical study. This is a perfect way to build up spiritual prac ces that help us grow in our 
faith. In the study, you will have daily readings and we will come together each Sunday a er church for group 

reflec on on our Lenten journey. I hope you add this study to your Lenten journey. 

 
I would like to thank everyone for their cards and gi s during Christmas. Natalie and I are so thankful for your 

generosity. As we con nue into winter, I hope and pray that you may stay safe and warm. I am con nually 
grateful for your devo on and faith and am excited to begin our journey in Lent together. 

Pastor Ray 
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Every Sunday 
    Worship Service at 

9:30 a.m. 
Join us in person or 

online on our  
Facebook page 

 (First-Faith United Methodist Church)! 

Meetings and Circles   

Mon, Feb 6th 
      Trustees Mee ng at 7:00 pm 
Mon, Feb 7th  
      Ruth Circle at 1:30 pm 
Mon, Feb 13th  
      Finance Commi ee Mtg. at 5:30 pm 
      Church Council Mee ng at 6:30 pm 
Tues, Feb 14th - No UMM Mee ng  
Thurs, Feb 23rd - SPRC Mee ng at 1:00 pm 
Mon, Feb 27th - Susanna Circle at 6:30 pm 
Tues, Feb 28th - Friendship Circle at 1:30 pm 

 

A Perk & A Prayer  
is available every 

 Wednesday morning in  
February, weather per-

mi ng, from 7 to 9 a.m.  
Come and enjoy a free cup 
of coffee and have some-

one pray with you. 

THE UPPER ROOM 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

 
Pick up your copy of the January/

February 2023 issue in the narthex! 

 
Suggested donation amounts: 

Regular Print:  $1.50 

Large Print:  $2.00 

Handbell Choir Practice  
Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Choir Practice  
Every Wednesday at  7:00 p.m. 

Come and join us! 

MEN’S COFFEE TIME 
 

Come and join us every  
Tuesday at 9 a.m. for some 
coffee and great fellowship 

at the church! 

 

Ladies’ Sewing Group                                     
February 14 and 28 

at 9:30 a.m. 
 

We meet at the church and 
all are welcome! 

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION WITH ENGLEMAN  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

Workdays 

February 2 and 23 at 8:30 a.m.  
 

If interested, or if you have  

questions, please call Glenda  

 Vetter at 308-383-1716. 

BIBLE TIME FOR KIDS! 
3-years-old to 5th grade 

 

Bible Time for Kids will be mee ng   
every Sunday following Children’s 
Time.  In addi on to our “Fully Rely On 

God” steps and song, we are learning Bible verses!  The 
first verse we are working on is  Ma hew 3:17 “A voice 
from heaven said, This is my Son whom I dearly love; I 
find happiness in Him”.  We will work on this verse un l 
Feb 12 and then we’ll begin learning Ma hew 5:14 “You 
are the light of the world”!  Bring your “li le” to church 
so that they may par cipate in this fun journey.  

LENTEN STUDY 

Please join Pastor Ray for a short-term study for the season 
of Lent. The study will be on Sunday’s a er worship. Our 
Lenten study is the book Struggle to the Cross by Bishop 
Sharma D. Lewis. This study is broken up into five sec ons 
of devo on, scripture, prayer,  
reflec on, and ac on.  
 
We will come together each week for 
reflec on. If you would like to join, 
please RSVP no later than Monday, 
February 20th, so that we can order a 
book for you. 
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WOMEN’S EXERCISE 
 CLASSES 

 

Strong Women 
Every Monday and  
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.  
 
Chair Yoga 

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 10:30 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Step Aerobics: Sundays at 4 p.m. - February 12, 19 
and 26 and every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
at 5:15 p.m.  
 
 Wear comfortable clothes & come and join us! 

 

    3 - Greyson Underwood 
    5 - Don Preisendorf 
    6 - Dee Johnson 
  11 - Ralph Cure      19 - Sheila Sau er 
         Tom Rauert      22 - Janna Cornelius 
          Natalie Stone      24 - Larry Seifert 
  13 - Be y Carlson      25 - Judy Bliss 
  14 - Mason Forsman              Shantel Miles 
  15 - Kathryn Hansen      27 - Vicki Sho enkirk 
  17 - Sharon Bigger      28 - Tim Enck 
  19 - Roland Engel 

   

  Darrel and Connie Anderson - February 2, 1964 

  Rod and Pam Clausen - February 10, 1973 

  Bob and Linda Smith - February 27, 1982 

     

    We extend our sincere  

                sympathies to the family 

                    and friends of: 

       Raymond “Ray” Harp 

                     January 8, 2023                

                     Member since 6-18-95 

 

 

We extend our sincere 
 sympathies to the family 

and friends of: 

Vera Belle Thiem 
December 30, 2022 

Member since 10-9-77 

“Thank you so much to Karleen Beck-
man and the UWF Ruth Circle for    vis-
i ng us and bringing a Red Lion Ama-
ryllis for Christmas.  It meant a lot to 
us.”   

         The UWF Gold Star Ladies 

 From:  The Homebound Church 
               Members 
To:  Everyone at First-Faith UMC 
 

“Thank you so much for the weekly 
church bulle ns and sermons  We  
really appreciate your work and    

kindness to us.” 

   “To our friends at  
First-Faith: 

Remembering you with joy!   
Warm wishes for a Merry 
Christmas.  You are all in our 
hearts this season.  Each and  
every one of you are so very 
missed!  God bless all of you 
and peace be with you!” 

      Mike and Susan Welsh 
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Our Refresh “Grandmas” would love to give you a break.  We provide  FREE quality child-
care for ages 6 and under.  If you need a few hours to get things done, bring your li le ones 
by the church and our ladies will take great care of them! They will have fun during play 

me, reading, having a snack and making a cra .   

     We will be open on Wednesdays, February 8 and 22, from 9 to 11:30 a.m.  Please feel 
free to invite friends and family to use this service.  

Ques ons?  Call Sharon Sorensen at 308-382-7543. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5th 
6 p.m. at the church 

 

All single adults are invited to come 
to the Valentine’s Banquet, spon-
sored by our United Men’s Minis-

try, for food, fun and fellowship.   

Tickets should be purchased as soon as possible 
from the UMM so they know how many to plan for.  

See you there! 

  Our next  Lunch Bunch Pot-
luck will be on Wednesday,                                         
February 8th, at 12 noon.  

 It will be at the church and 
everyone is welcome!  

Bring a dish to  share and then join in the fun  
a erwards as we play RUMMIKUB!!! 

Join us for Pitch 
 (a card game)! 

 

Monday, February 27th, 

7 to 9 p.m. at church. 

Bring a partner or we’ll find you 
one! 

New Steps Youth Super Bowl Subs! 
 

   The Youth Group is selling sub sandwiches for 
you to enjoy on February 12th as you watch the 
Super Bowl!  
   PRE-ORDER your sub sandwich and pick it up 
at church on February 12th!   
   For only $10 you will have a fresh sub sand-
wich, chips, pickle and a chocolate chip cookie.   
   Fill out the order form included in this newsletter 
and return it to church by February 9th.  There 
will be a basket in Chyna’s office on her desk. 
Please pay when turning in your order.   

Men’s Fellowship and Cornhole  
 

Even if you’ve never played 
before, come on out and join 

us for some fun!  
  We’ll be playing every  

Thursday night in February, at 
7:30 pm, in the church  
sanctuary.  Please enter 

through the kitchen door.   

It's Scout Sunday on February 12th. This annual           
celebra on gives Scouts a highly visible way to show 

their apprecia on for their faith-based chartered     
organiza on. The Scouts will be wearing their uniforms 

to church and par cipa ng in the service. 

The Boy Scouts Troop 114 will be 
having their Annual Pancake 

Supper on Tuesday, February 21st.  

 
       Here are the Pancake Supper prices: 

 Kids 5 and under are free   

 6-year-olds to Adults:  $8.00 each or 2 for $15 

 Family/Household:  $20.00 

 “To Go” box:  $8.00 each or 2 for $15.00 
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Wishing you all the best!  Pastor Mike Benischek 
and family (Pastor at First UMC from 2003 to 2006) 

with	our	First-Faith	Family! 

Connection: a link, bond, relationship, circle of friends.  

Have you enjoyed getting to know your church family 
better by reading about them on Sunday mornings?  We 
want you all to be a part of this ministry. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, please consider         
completing a form as soon as possible so we can get to 
know more about you!  You can get a form from the 
church office, in the narthex on the Table of Opportuni-
ties or by asking Melanie Sheen for a copy on Sunday 
morning. 
 
When your form is completed, return it to the church 
office with a photo attached or send a photo digitally.  If 
you have a photo in our online directory that you want 
used, please indicate that. Also, by completing this 
form and returning to the church office, you are giving 
permission for us to use your photo and information on 
our online church service and on our sanctuary 
screens.  
 

Confirma on is a journey that highlights how  important 
living in community is and what being a part of the church 

is all about.  
 

We have three youth par cipa ng in confirma on this 
spring.  They will be mee ng almost every week to learn 
about church history, church structure, what makes us 

Chris an and what makes us United Methodist.  
 

In the lobby of the church, we have three bags that the 
congrega on is encouraged to leave notes or gi s for our 
youth through their journey. We hope that you will lend 

your support and prayers as they grow and learn. 

 
The United Methodist Men are hosting their 

 Annual Valentine’s Banquet on  
Sunday, February 5th, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
The tickets are $20.00 each.   

 
Each ticket includes ham and roast beef,  

au gratin potatoes, green beans, salad and 
homemade desserts. 

 
The entertainment will be delightful! 

Our own Randi Pennell and her ukulele  music 
group, Ukes R Us, will be playing for us! 

Get your tickets from any of the UMM Men. 
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Worship Schedule 
Sunday 
9:30am - Morning Service 
10:30 am - Sunday School 
and Fellowship Time  
 

Office Phone:            
(308) 384-5620 
 
Office Email: 
firstfaithumc@gmail.com 
 
Website:  
http://firstfaithumcgi.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30         
(Closed 12-1 pm - Lunch Hour) 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Wm. Ray Stone 
 

 

Return Service Requested 

First-Faith United Methodist Church 
4190 W Capital Ave 
Grand Island, NE 68803 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit #22 

Grand Island, NE 

Article Deadline for March Newsletter:  February 21, 2023 

   

 

 

 The youth will meet on the following dates in February: 
  

 Feb 1:  7:00 - 8:15 p.m. - Youth Group with Bible lesson  
  
 Feb 5:  Valentine Banquet.  The youth will be helping to serve and “bus 
              tables” at the Valentine Banquet sponsored by our United Methodist    
              Men.  Please be at the church by 5:30 p.m.  This is a service project  
              for us so please plan on attending. 

  
    
   Feb 8:  7:00 - 8:15 p.m. - Youth Group with Bible lesson  
 
  Feb 12:  The youth will be making the Super Bowl Subs  
                 before church on Sunday, February 12.  Please be  
                 at church by 8:00 a.m. to help with this fundraiser. 
  
   Feb 15:  7:00 - 8:15 p.m. - Game Night 
  
   Feb 22:  We will not be having regular youth group but will be attending the 7:00 p.m. Ash  
                   Wednesday service as a group.  I hope your parents plan on attending as well. 


